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Today’s weather 
Mostly 
cloudy. 
r. 
ERA High: 49 
Low: 37 
Wednesday: Some sun, 51| 32 
Thursday: Cold at night, 50 | 26 
Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Man gets 27 years 

for supporting al-Qaida 
An Indian citizen is sentenced 
to 27% years in federal prison 
for raising money and provid- 
ing support to al-Qaida and so- 
liciting the killing of a Toledo 
federal judge. A3 


Rucker ruling: A federal judge 
rules imprisoned Browns wide 
receiver Reggie Rucker must 
use any money he may receive 
as part of an NFL concussion 
settlement to repay money he 
stole from his anti-violence 
nonprofits. A3 


Arguing over taxes 
on Capitol Hill 


House Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats bicker heatedly over 
whether the GOP tax bill truly 
helps the middle class, as a 
House panel takes up the leg- 
islation. AG 


Nation &<World 


Trump urges tougher 
stance against N. Korea 


President Donald Trump 
strikes a hard line against 
North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program and urges Japan to do 
the same as he closes out two 
days of talks. A8 


Greek life: Florida State Uni- 
versity has suspended its fra- 
ternities and sororities after 
the alcohol-related death of a 
freshman pledge and cocaine 
charges for the member of an- 
other fraternity. A10 


Forum 


An attack on deductions 
we really don’t even need 


Opinion: Give Republicans 
some credit: They have gone 
after some deductions that 
are, if not quite as stupid as the 
health insurance boondoggle, 
nonetheless quite silly. A9 


Sports 


Browns exec talks about 
failed trade with Bengals 
Browns executive Sashi Brown 
disputes reports that he sabo- 
taged the AJ McCarron trade 
with the Bengals because he 
really didn’t want to do the 
deal. B1 


Diversions 


Oldman talks about 
playing Churchill 

Gary Oldman talks about how 
Winston Churchill presents 
one of the most sought-after 
and challenging roles for any 
actor. P1 


cleveland.com 


Who makes the best 
apple cider in NE Ohio? 
Best Apple Cider in 


c Greater Cleveland 


contest. So support your fa- 
vorite local farms and orchards 
Cast your vote at cleveland. 
com/best 


Voting is open in 
cleveland.com’s 
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Mass shooting in Texas 


Domestic violence history 
may hold key to motive 


Air Force 
failed to list 
conviction 


Davip MONTGOMERY AND 
RICHARD A. OPPELJR. 
New York Times 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A day after a 
gunman massacred pa- 
rishioners in a small Texas 
church, the Air Force 
admitted Monday that 
it had failed to enter the 
man’s domestic violence 
court-martial into a fed- 
eral database that could 
have blocked him from 
buying the rifle he used to 
kill 26 people. 

Under federal law the 
conviction of the gunman, 
Devin Kelley, for domestic 
assault on his wife and 
toddler stepson — he had 
cracked the child’s skull — 
should have stopped Kelley 
from legally purchasing 
the military-style rifle and 
three other guns he bought 
in the last four years. 


SEE TEXAS | AS 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY ERIC GAY | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Kenneth and Irene Hernandez pay their respects as they visit a makeshift memorial near the scene of a shooting at the First Baptist 
Church of Sutherland Springs in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Monday. A man opened fire in the church on Sunday, killing 26. 


Pastor Frank Pomeroy and his wife, Sherri, join a news conference near the First 


Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs in Sutherland Springs, Texas, Monday. The 
Pomeroys’ 14-year-old daughter, Annabelle, was among Sunday’s fatalities. 


Adeeply troubled life 


The gunman was discharged 
from the Air Force after a 
2012 court-martial for as- 
saulting his spouse and child, 
and recently began working 
as a security guard. A4 


‘They reall shot’ 


With three dead in the church 
shooting, the Ward family of 
tiny Sutherland Springs faces 
a grim reality and prays for 
the wounded — including 
5-year-old Ryland. A4 


Chasing the shooter down 


A former NRA instructor who 
grabbed his rifle and opened 
fire on the gunman is hailed 
as a hero, along with the 
pickup driver who helped 
chase the killer down. AS 


3 generations 
of one family 
dead at once 


JULIE TURKEWITZ 
AND SHANNON SIMS 
New York Times 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — One minute the 
Holcombes were a tight-knit 
family praying in the tiny 
church on Fourth Street. The 
next, eight of them were gone. 

Bryan and Karla Hol- 
combe, a guest preacher and 
his wife, were dead. 

Their son Marc Daniel 
Holcombe, gone. Their preg- 
nant daughter-in-law, Crys- 
tal Holcombe, gone. 

And four of their grand- 
children — Noah, Emily, 
Megan and Greg — gone. 

Twenty-six people died 
when a man named Devin 
Kelley opened fire Sunday 
at the First Baptist Church 
in the small Texas town of 
Sutherland Springs, includ- 
ing the child Crystal was car- 
rying, officials said. 


SEE FAMILY | A5 


Storm 


Two killed in Erie as twisters 
roar through upper Midwest 


Associated Press 


A powerful storm with at 
least nine confirmed torna- 
does tore roofs off factories, 
ripped away storefronts and 
destroyed homes across In- 
diana, Ohio and into Penn- 
sylvania. 

Scuba divers found the 
bodies of two men inside 
a home’s flooded basement 
where they were seeking 
shelter Sunday during a tor- 
nado warning in Erie, Penn- 
sylvania, authorities said. 


Six people were hurt, 
though none seriously, at 
a restaurant in the western 
Ohio city of Celina on Sun- 
day when a tornado touched 
down. Gaping holes could 
be seen in the concrete 
walls and roof of a nearby 
factory that makes heavy 
equipment. 

“Tve seen a lot of hard hit 
areas with storms, even as 
far as having relatives down 
in the hurricanes,” Celina 
Mayor Jeffrey Hazel told 
WHIO-TV. “I can say this is 


pretty tremendous damage 
in this area.” 

The National Weather 
Service said Monday that 
at least six tornadoes hit 
northern and western Ohio, 
including one that began in 
Indiana and hopped along 
nearly 40 miles before hit- 
ting Celina. 

The other tornadoes in 
Ohio touched down in Ash- 
land, Crawford, Sandusky 
and Erie counties. 


SEE STORM | A8 


JOSHUA GUNTER | CLEVELAND.COM 


High winds blew the steeple off Parkside Church on 
Pettibone Road in Chagrin Falls. 
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